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TODAY IN WASHINGTON – MAY 5, 2020: COVID-19 UPDATES
TUESDAY, MAY 5 RECAP
Note – We believe this is the most up-to-date information available at this time, but it is subject to change as circumstances warrant. Also, all
finalized resources can be found on the COVID-19 Resource Center page of Hall Render's website.

CMS UPLOADS NEW MEDICARE 1135 WAIVER DOCUMENT
CMS issued a new document on Medicare 1135 Waivers: COVID-19 Regulations & Waivers To Enable Health System Expansion (PDF).

AHA RELEASES NEW REPORT ON FINANCIAL IMPACT TO HOSPITALS AND HEALTH SYSTEMS
The American Hospital Association released a new report on “Hospitals and Health Systems Face Unprecedented Financial Pressures Due
to COVID-19.”

OCR ISSUES GUIDANCE ON COVERED HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS AND RESTRICTIONS ON MEDIA ACCESS TO PROTECTED
HEALTH INFORMATION

Today, the HHS Office for Civil  Rights issued additional guidance reminding covered health care providers that HIPAA does not permit
them  to  give  media  and  film  crews  access  to  facilities  where  patients’  protected  health  information  will  be  accessible  without  the
patients’ prior authorization. 

CONGRESSIONAL OUTLOOK
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi told her caucus today that Democrats should plan on taking the lead when it comes to drafting the next
coronavirus relief bill. This position was echoed in a memo written by House Appropriations Chairwoman Nita Lowey (D-NY) that notes
House Democrats will release their latest proposal “in the coming days.”

The Senate was in session today while the House remains in recess until a date that has yet to be determined. There were no votes on
coronavirus-related legislation.

For more information, please contact:

John Williams III at (202) 370-9585 or jwilliams@hallrender.com;

Andrew Coats at (202) 370-9587 or acoats@hallrender.com;

Abby Kaericher at (202) 780-2989 or akaericher@hallrender.com; or

Your regular Hall Render attorney.

Hall Render’s attorneys and professionals continue to maintain the most up-to-date information and resources at our COVID-19 Resource
page, through our 24/7 COVID‑19 Hotline at (317) 429-3900 or by contacting your regular Hall Render attorney.

Hall Render blog posts and articles are intended for informational purposes only. For ethical reasons, Hall Render attorneys cannot—outside
of an attorney-client relationship—answer specific questions that would be legal advice.
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