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TODAY IN WASHINGTON – MARCH 26, 2020: COVID-19 UPDATES
THURSDAY, MARCH 26 RECAP
Note – We believe this is the most up-to-date information available at this time, but it is subject to change as circumstances warrant. Also, all
finalized resources can be found on the COVID-19 Resource Center page of Hall Render's website.

CONGRESSIONAL OUTLOOK
Just before midnight last night, the Senate approved the CARES Act, a $2 trillion stimulus package designed to provide financial support
to individuals and businesses suffering from the fallout cause by the coronavirus. The measure passed unanimously by a vote of 96-0
with four Republican senators not voting because they are in self-isolation.

The legislation now moves to the House where Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) has indicated a voice vote will occur on Friday so that
members will not have to travel back to Washington. While one member of the House could object and delay passage until lawmakers
return to vote in person, the leadership in both parties doesn’t expect that to occur. President Trump is expected to sign the measure as
early as Friday night.

Correction:  Here  is  a  revised  summary  of  the  health  care  provisions  in  the  legislation  that  is  corrected  to  reflect  the  20%  add-on
payments for hospitals treating Covid-19 patients that was negotiated just before passage in the Senate. The prior amount was 15%.

HHS BANS HOARDING OF VENTILATORS, MASKS AND GLOVES
HHS announced the prohibition of hoarding or price-gouging on N95 respirator masks, various types of ventilators, medical gowns,
gloves and other personal protective equipment. HHS also included hydroxychloroquine. 

PROVIDER GROUPS SEND HHS LETTER URGING STABILIZATION OF PROVIDER REVENUE
Nine national provider and physician groups sent a letter to HHS Secretary Azar and CMS Administrator Verma calling on them to begin
making periodic interim payments to providers. Additionally, the groups provided recommendations for how they think the process for
getting funds from the CARES Act should work.

Larger provider groups, such as AHA and the Federation of American Hospitals, plan to send a separate letter to the Administration
outlining their recommendations for distribution of funds from the CARES Act. 

DOL RELEASES ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE ON PAID SICK LEAVE AND EXPANDED FMLA
The Department of Labor ("DOL") released new information today on the Families First Coronavirus Response Act ("FFCRA") for when it
takes effect on April 1, 2020.

The new guidance includes two new posters, one for federal workers and one for all other employees, that will fulfill notice requirements
for employers obligated to inform employees about their rights under this new law. It also includes questions and answers about posting
requirements and a Field Assistance Bulletin describing DOL’s Wage and Hour Division’s 30-day non-enforcement policy. 

FROM THE FDA
FDA released Frequently Asked Questions on Investigational COVID-19 Convalescent Plasma – Emergency INDs.

FDA released Frequently Asked Questions on 3D printing of medical devices, accessories, components and parts during the COVID-19
pandemic.

FDA released a Q&A for consumers on hand sanitizer use for COVID-19.

For more information, please contact:

John Williams III at (202) 370-9585 or jwilliams@hallrender.com;

Andrew Coats at (202) 370-9587 or acoats@hallrender.com;

https://www.hallrender.com/coronavirus/
https://webdocs.hallrender.com/wp-content/uploads/HR-748-Authorization-Summary-Revised.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/hhs-dfa-notice-of-scarce-materials-for-hoarding-prevention.pdf
https://webdocs.hallrender.com/wp-content/uploads/Provider-Letter-to-Azar-and-Verma.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/WHD/posters/FFCRA_Poster_WH1422_Federal.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/WHD/posters/FFCRA_Poster_WH1422_Non-Federal.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/pandemic/ffcra-poster-questions
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/field-assistance-bulletins/2020-1
https://www.fda.gov/media/136470/download
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/3d-printing-medical-devices/faqs-3d-printing-medical-devices-accessories-components-and-parts-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/information-drug-class/qa-consumers-hand-sanitizers-and-covid-19
http://www.hallrender.com/attorney/john-f-williams/
mailto:jwilliams@hallrender.com
http://www.hallrender.com/advisor/andrew-c-coats/
mailto:acoats@hallrender.com


Abby Kaericher at (202) 780-2989 or akaericher@hallrender.com; or

Your regular Hall Render attorney.

To access Hall Render's COVID-19 resource page and hotline, click here.
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mailto:akaericher@hallrender.com
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